Soluble interleukin-2 receptor: a new marker in pancreatic adenocarcinoma?
An increase in soluble Interleukin-2 receptor has been observed in several lymphoproliferative diseases and in certain solid neoplasms. Little is known, however, of the serum levels of this marker in pancreatic cancer. We studied the behaviour of the soluble Interleukin-2 receptor in 32 patients with pancreatic cancer versus 17 patients with alcoholic chronic pancreatitis and 24 healthy controls. The results obtained showed a significant statistical difference (Student's "t"-test and Mann Whitney U test) between pancreatic cancer on one hand and chronic pancreatitis plus healthy controls on the other (p < 0.0001).